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1In July 2011, the Government of the People's Republic of China signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
WTO Secretariat on the China LDCs' and Accessions Programme ("The China Programme"). The Programme has been extended on a
yearly basis, wit the latest signed on 1 December 2020. The China Programme has five pillars, including the WTO Accessions Internship
Programme and the annual Accession Round Table, designed to build capacity and technical skills in trade policy, iratcdsgioon
negotiations, for acceding governments and Article XIl Members, especially frortlézetdped countries.
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BACKGROUND


https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/publication/CDP_Comprehensive_Study_2021.pdf

DETAILED PROGRAMME

TUESDAY, 18 JANUARY 2022

SESSION 1 (HIGH-LEVEL SESSION) — FUTURE OF LDC ACCESSIONS
12:00 - 13:30 CET

The high-level opening session will take stock of the key achievements of the China Programme since its establishment in
July 2011 and celebrate its 10 years anniversary.




WEDNESDAY, 19 JANUARY 2022

SESSION 2— OUTLOOK ON LDC ACCESSIONS
12:00 - 13:30 CET

In this session, experts will examine the impacts of WTO accession on the nine LDCs that have joined the Organization

pursuant to Article XIl of the Marrakech Agreement. Mr. Patrick Low, former WTO Chief Economist and Mr. Mozammil
Shinwari, former Deputy Minister of Commerce and Industry of Afghanistan will present the results of a study reviewing
the accession outcome of the nine LDCs after they joined the WTO. This will be followed by an open discussion among

participants.

Presentation of the Study: Accession of Least Developed Countries to the WTO - Challenges and
Opportunities

12:00 — 13:30 Moderator:
e Mr. Axel M. Addy, former Minister of Trade and Industry and Chief Negotiator, Liberia

Speakers:
. Mr. Patrick Low, former WTO Chief Economist

e Mr. Mozammil Shinwari, former Deputy Minister of Commerce and Industry and Chief
Negotiator, Afghanistan
Commentator:
e Ms. Cecilia Leahy Klein, former Senior USTR Director for WTO Accessions

Open discussion: (Note: Active participation of Article XIl and acceding LDCs is encouraged)




THURSDAY, 20 JANUARY 2022

SESSION 3— ACHIEVEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES OF THE CHINA PROGRAMME
12:00 - 13:30 CET

For 10 years, the China Programme provided targeted support to LDCs across five main pillars: (i) China WTO Accessions
Internship Programme; (ii) Annual China Round Tables on WTO Accessions; (iii) increasing participation of LDCs in WTO
meetings; (iv) South-South Dialogue on LDCs in WTO meetings; and (v) LDCs' Trade Policy Review follow-
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